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“A motion was made and seconded to bring up at the 1937 annual meeting the 

question of purchasing a pipe organ.”  These are the words of H.C. Brownson in the 

Minutes of the Council Meetings the year it was decided to purchase a new pipe organ for 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Monona, Iowa.  The next day at the annual meeting “a 

motion was made and carried for the purchasing of a pipe-organ” to replace an outdated 

Estey, two manual, reed organ1.

This was the beginning of a five month long campaign, in the midst of the Great 

Depression, to purchase a new pipe organ for the church.  During this time money was 

especially scarce for the farmers who made up the majority of the congregation.  

Although there were a few large donations, most of the money was donated in small 

amounts of five, ten, or maybe only one dollar.  Despite the difficulty of raising money 

for this expensive instrument, the congregation responded gladly.  They loved their 

pastor, they loved their 

music, and they were willing 

to combine these affections 

into buying a pipe organ for 

the church.

An organ committee 

consisting of Dr. Siefkes, 

chairman and pastor of the 

congregation; Lorene Heins, 
1 H.C. Brownson, “Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation,” 7 January 1937.



treasurer and organist; Fred Drahn; Rev. J. Janzig, and George Aulerich was formed.  

They began talking to organ companies to find the perfect organ for the congregation.

All of these people have died.  The last living member of the organ committee 

was Lorene Heins.  She was living at the Good Samaritan Care Center in Postville, Iowa 

when I interviewed her.  She played organ for the congregation for 48 years from 1927 

until 1975.  She was the organist at the time the organ was installed.

The first meeting of the Organ Committee was on the twenty-second of January, 

1937.  During this meeting they set the price limit for the organ at $5,000.

The second meeting of the Organ Committee was on February 9.  Mr. 

Buterbaugh, the  local representative from the Moller Organ Company, gave a 

demonstration of the parts of the Moller organ.  The committee decided to go see a 

similar organ at the School for the Blind in Vinton, Iowa, as soon as the roads permitted 

travel.

When the organ committee met on February 19, 1937, they talked to Mr. 

Milliman,  the state representative for the Kimball Organ Company of Chicago.  In the 

minutes of the organ committee meeting Lorene Heins, the chairman of the committee, 

said “He spoke in an interesting and instructive manner about the Kimball Organ.  He 

agreed to draw up specifications for an organ suitable to our needs and also to take the 

necessary measurements in our church.”

At the next meeting on February 25, they went over the plans for the organ and 

grill work as well as the price submitted by the Kimball Company.  They also discussed 

the type of wood to be used for the organ console.  However, after some consideration, 

they decided to leave that decision for a later date.  A “Motion was made and seconded 

that we purchase a Kimball Organ.  Motion carried.”2 

2 Lorene Heins, “Minutes of Organ Committee Meeting,” 25 February 1937.
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At the final meeting  on March 2, 1937, a contract was signed for the purchase of 

the pipe organ.  Sufficient money was pledged to cover the entire cost of the organ.  On  

June 27, 1937, the organ was dedicated “by Dr. Siefkes to the service of the Triune 

God.”3 

A few years earlier an annex had been added to the church building in preparation 

for a larger organ.  Besides adding more floor space, an area was included in the plans 

that would be used for housing the pipes when a new organ was purchased.

The installation of the organ became a major attraction in the community.  Many 

people watched the organ being installed at one time or another.  After the Kimball 

company had completed building the organ in their factory in Chicago, it was 

disassembled and brought to the church.  An installer accompanied the organ and spent 

several weeks reassembling and installing it.

The Sunday after the installation had been completed was designated as 

Dedication Sunday.  The dedication service must have been very impressive.  Rev. Carl 

Mardorf of Sumner was brought in as the guest homilist for the service.  The Benzing 

radio service (Monona, IA) brought in equipment so that the church service could be 

broadcast over WMT radio (Cedar Rapids.)  The loose morning offering, as well as the 

offering given at the formal evening recital, went to the pipe organ fund.

The final cost of the organ was $4,705.34.  This included payments to the guest 

3 St. Paul Lutheran Archive Notebook, TS, 1918 to 1980.  Monona, IA:  St. Paul Lutheran Church.
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homilist, reimbursements to the family that hosted the organ installer, the cost for the 

console and pipe room locks, the lumber and labor to enclose the organ pipes, the cost of 

the celebration, and the fee to the local newspaper for printing pledge cards.  After 

everything was paid, $10.75 was left in the organ account.

The congregation was proud of their new organ.  The church bulletin from the 

dedication service said:

Who can count the number of parts which lay scattered 

here in the Church and were assembled into this one 

instrument?  There are literally thousands of pieces and 

parts in it.  But now they all cooperate in the one great 

purpose: to praise God.4 

 A demonstration was given at 2:30 in the afternoon by Professor George W. 

Sampson of the Iowa State Teacher’s College in Cedar Falls.  It was an opportunity for 

the congregation to learn more about the organ and to ask questions about it.  That 

evening Prof. Sampson gave 

a formal recital.  At day’s 

end more than 1,250 people 

had come to see the organ; 

703 of those had attended the 

morning service and the 

others attended the 

demonstration and evening 

recital.

4 Rev. H.W. Siefkes, “This Organ is Henceforth Dedicated to the Worship of God.” Church 
Bulletin of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Monona, IA, 27 June 1937.
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At that time the organ had about 750 pipes making up its ten ranks, or sets of 

pipes, each set of pipes producing its own unique sound.  It also had a set of Degan 

chimes.  The whole organ weighed about seven tons!  The oboe stop, or sound, didn’t just 

have one set of pipes assigned to it, it had two!  They didn’t have the money to purchase 

a separate rank, or set, of pipes for it so they combined the Nazard and Salicional ranks to 

make the oboe sound.  This means that both the Nazard and Salicional still operate as 

separate ranks, but when you press the oboe stop both of them play together.

The rooms where the pipes were housed were kept locked.  It was forbidden for 

anyone to enter.  The key to the lock on the console was well protected, too.  The key was 

kept in the parsonage and whenever the organist wanted to practice, she had to go to the 

parsonage and ask the pastor for the key.

Eventually the time came to build a new church building.  They decided to keep 

the current organ but add to it, to make it more suitable for a larger building.  They added 

the “Octave” and “Fifteenth” ranks to the Great manual, or keyboard, of the organ.

However, they didn’t change the stop tabs, the switches that select which sounds 

are playing on the organ, to reflect the new ranks they controlled.  They simply wrote 

over the names that were already on the stop tabs.  To this day the stop tabs still have a 

piece of masking tape over them with the new names.

On the evening of the dedication of the new building, an organ recital was given.  

“At 7:30 p.m. Pastor Gerhard Bunge of Oelwein will present an organ recital.  Rev. 

Bunge is Chairman of the American Guild of Organists of Iowa.”5   The concert included 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by Bach and A Mighty Fortress Is Our God arranged by 

Otis-Bunge as well as works by Mendelssohn, Franck, and Boellmann.

Some time after the organ was installed in the new building, the 12-volt electrical 

5 Joanne Venter, “Dedication and Ordination Planned,” St. Paul News, June 1966, p. 1.
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system that powered the organ gave out.  Dean Schultz, a former janitor of the church, 

related that the organ

...was originally powered by a generator on the same shaft 

as the...blower.  The generator went bad and I put a battery 

charger on there and it worked fine. The guy [that tunes and 

repairs the organ] came to look at it and said that [the 

battery charger] wouldn’t work so he put a rectifier on there 

that cost $700 or $800.6 

Since that repair the organ has served the congregation faithfully.  It is used for 

Sunday services, seasonal services, weddings, and funerals.  Since Lorraine Heins four 

organists have played it and three youth of the congregation have been instructed on it.  

Only routine maintenance and tuning have been needed.  It stands as a symbol of the 

congregation's faith and devotion.

6 Dean Schultz, Personal Interview, 10 September 2000.
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Specifications of the Kimball Organ
Great Division

8’ Open Diapason
4’ Octave
2’ Fifteenth
8’ Melodia
8’ Dulciana
8’ Tromba

• 8’ Rohr Flöte
16’ Coupler
4’ Coupler
Chimes
Tremolo

Pedal Division
º 16’ Bourdon
• 16’ Lieblich Gedeckt
º 8’ Flute
• 8’ Still Gedeckt
8’ Great Coupler
8’ Swell Coupler
4’ Swell Coupler

Swell Division
• 16’ Lieblich Gedeckt

8’ Giegen Principal
• 8’ Rohr Flöte

8’ Salicional
8’ Voix Celeste

• 4’ Flute Damor
• 2 2/3’ Nazard
• 2’ Piccolo

8’ Vox Humana
8’ Oboe (Synthetic)

Tremolo
16’ Coupler
4’ Coupler

•, , and º are three different sets of unified ranks
(Most of this information was taken from the dedication booklet for the new building7 )

7 ?, Dedication of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church Moona, IA June 12, 1966 (Decorah, IA:  
Anundson’s Publishing, 1966), p. 16.
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